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9. PRAKRITI HEALTH Projects

* Dr.Kiran N.Shingalot (MBBS,DCH) Chief Medical
Officer M.S. University Health center has 24 years of
experien

* Dr. Kumar Arvind Pratap(MBBS) 11 Years of

experiences..

* Dr.Shakuntlaben Joshi(MBBS) 30 Year of
experience

* Rajendra Varia health coordinator ,B.R.S.(Agri.) and
PG Diploma in Tribal studies ,15 years of
experience.

* Rathava Ranjitbhai-Clinic Attendant and supervisor
* Rathava Govindbhai-Health Supervisor

* In addition ,the Prakriti Health clinic has trained a
team of 20 community health workers .Our health
workers have received one year training at the
Academy to identification and management of
common elements ,care of pregnantwomen,

Lactating mothers, young children as well as
addressing awareness issues.

OBJECTIVES

Our mission is to work towards a future, where tribal

people with various dis. can access good quality of

health care and can live in good society with
knowledge, understanding dignity, determination and
self respect.

Organization experience in the area of Health care

Bhasha centre first started working in the area of

tribal health care in the year 2000. Initially, the focus
was specific to sickle cell anemia and blood testing was
carried out in village to identify potential sickle cell trait
and dis. During health camps, other health problems
come to the fore and Bhasha begin to organize general
health camps in villages of Chhotaudaipur, Kawant,
Pavijetpur talukas in Vadodara dist.

In Aug.2003 the Prakriti health clinic was set up on
the campus of Bhasha Adivasi Acedemy at
Tejgadh.The clinic is fully equipped with health
equipment to address primary health issues as well as

has facilities for minor surgeries and short
procedures.

IMPACT

The Prakriti health programme has reached to interior
tribal areas where no medical units exists .People in
tribal areas of Vadodara Dist.now have access to
clinic and other medical aid are able to receive timely
treatment. There is timely detection of dis. Due to
greater awareness about major dis. As well as minor
elements, diet and nutrition, child and women health
care.

Clinic -2014-15

Bhasha research and Publication centre has
established the Primary Health Centre for ftribal
communities since 2001.The Prakriti health care
programme provides for local health care services,
rural Para medical training, health awareness and
need based research. Presently the clinic receives
medical cases from 400 villages of Chhotaudipur
,Pavijetpur, and Kawant talukas. Organizing health
sensitization and awareness camps in villages.
Conducting Para medical training for community
health workers to meet health need of rural areas
through a certificate course in community health
workers. Focusing on area specific problems such as
sickle cell, tuberculosis, dermatological and

ophthalmic disorders. Prakritiwas started

Oct.2007 health insurance scheme, till now 10,000
families were insured.




Month Skin TB  Resp  Genitalurinary Mus Ca  Neur Gas Gen  Sickle cell Total
oratory culo rdio ology tro

April 272 0 31 30 29 20 10 15 34 10 451
May 262 0 27 26 28 18 10 21 34 9 435
Jun 316 0 40 32 48 32 10 27 32 10 547
Juli 272 0 43 28 48 32 10 27 49 10 519
Augst 356 0 43 38 51 32 13 27 49 11 620
Sape 313 0 41 40 49 37 16 29 54 8 587
Octo 251 0 26 26 28 18 10 21 34 9 423
Nave 422 0 59 49 68 44 14 32 68 13 769
Dece 312 0 43 34 44 31 11 23 44 10 552
01/01/2015 196 0 29 22 27 19 10 20 32 9 364
Total 2972 0 382 325 420 283 114 242 430 99 5267
Month Male Female Children Total Jan-14
April 201 224 26 451 S.N Name
May 187 217 31 435 1 Vasava Sevanaben Shantabhai
Juq 243 276 28 547 2 Gamit Pratalben Ratila
k&lgst 3;; :23?2 22 g;g 3 Rathava Gangaben Jamtabhai
Sape 250 285 52 587 4 Gamit Saynaben Thakorbhai
Octo 179 213 31 423 5 Gamit Harsidaben Umeshbhai
Nave 342 383 44 769 6 Padavi Aravindbhai Vasubhai
Dece 252 270 30 552 7 Vasava RavidashArajunbhai
01/01/2015 155 183 26 364 8 Vasava Ushaben Ditiyabhai
Total 2301 2629 337 5267 9 Vadavi Minaxeeben Vilashbhai

10 Vasava Rituben Shantubhai

11 Gamit VivekBhai Chunilal
Hea Ith Ka rd 12 Gavit Rajeshbhai Rameshbhai

13 vasava Dineshbhai asavinbhai
1387 To02632=1245 Julai2014
1245x150= 186750 SN Name

1 Valvai Pragnaben Ramanbhai

2 Geetaben Virabhai Bhooi

3 Gadol aravindaben chandubhai

4 Vankar Kaylashben Manabhai

5 Patel Sangeetaben Tersingbhai

6 Dhankiya Niramalaben Babubhai

7 Mavi Rekhaben Chaturbhai

8 Ravat Sunitaben Manharbhai

9 Valavi Shardaben Somabhai

10 Bhuha Savitaben Hirabhai

11 Parmar Geetaben Maheshbhai
12 Bhuha Shadaben Dhirabhai

13 Rathava Surekhaben Rameshbhai
14 Choren Nitaben Manjibhai




UNICEF PROJECT
A STUDY OF TRIBAL PERSPECTIVE
OF WELLNESS
With Special Reference to Sixty Villages
in Sabarkantha and Dahod Districts of

Gujarat
Carried out by

Bhasha Research and

Publication Centre, Vadodara

Under the project “Study of Tribal Perspective of
Wellness” in Sabarkantha and Dahod districts of Gujarat
— A Field research study was carried outin 60 villages — 30
villages of Dahod and 30 villages of Sabarkantha, by
UNICEF in partnership with Bhasha Research and
Publication Center. The aim of field research was to gain
insider knowledge of notions of wellness and develop
strategies for enhancing access to immunization
programs. The study had the following central aims:

To gain insight into the tribal/nomadic
understanding of well-being/healthcare with special
reference to child and maternal preventive and
curative healthcare
- To look at the challenges experienced in healthcare
access from the community’s perspective as well as
those faced by the government in their healthcare
delivery mechanisms
- To identify replicable mechanisms and channels of
communication for bridging the gaps in healthcare
access among tribal/nomadic communities,
especially in the area of immunization and pre-and
post-natal maternal healthcare

Suggest mechanisms for enhanced interface
between traditional community based healthcare

practices and modern/allopathic medicine

The duration of the study was Six months. The study was
carried out by holding village level meetings both
exclusively for women and also exclusively for men, as

well as joint meetings. In addition individual interviews

qe
19

and elaborate discussions were carried out z sitn with
seven different categories of villagers; (a) Asha
Workers, (b) Auxiliary Nurses [ANM], (c) Tribal
Healers, (d) Anganwadi Workers, (¢) Private Doctors, (f)
Government Doctors, (g) Vaidya [Community
Doctors]. The Interviews with the above were carried
out separately in both districts. For the work of carrying
out interviews, trained community workers belonging
to the area and fully conversant with language variety of
the area were engaged. The work was supervised and
monitored by qualified medical practitioner, who also
worked as the Project Coordinator. The project
coordinator’s familiarity with local languages is
reasonably good for such a professional engagement.
The Profile of the Area

Though both these districts are inhabited by tribal
communities their profiles are exactly identical and
there are finer shades of difference. The tribal villages
under study in Dahod district have a typical population
of 12,000 — 15,000, whereas the tribal villages in
Sabarkantha are relatively less populated with a typical
population size of 5000 — 6000. In both cases, the
population size is higher than the population of tribal
villages in Central Gujarat, for instance in Chhota
Udepur District where the figure stands at 1500 — 3000.
The most striking reason of relatively large
concentration of tribals in these two districts is acute
shortage of water. People seem to have stuck to their
habitat wherever at least some source of water is
available. This feature has affected the life and thought
of the people in every aspect including Health Care. For
instance: Water is considered of almost equal
importance as mother’s milk.

In Sabarkantha, many communities are nomadic in

habit such as Madaris and Bhagoda’s; whereas the



communities in Dahod are primarily sedentary. They
include Baria, Parmar, Ravat, Bhuva, Vadvi, etc. The
history of indebtedness among Adivasis in tribals of
Dahod district goes a long way, while the Banaskantha
tribals have fallen in the debt-trap over the last half
century. The persistent shortage of cash and very high
rate of interest for borrowings has forced tribals in both
districts to take to migration in search of wages. Since
migration has brought them in contact with nearby cities
such as Ahmedabad and Baroda, the level of aspiration
towards modern life with related facilities is relatively
high. In the ‘composite villages’ [where upper caste,
scheduled caste’s and scheduled tribes co-exist] the upper
caste and some of the scheduled castes have started
registering maternity cases with private doctors in nearby
small towns/cities. The tribal population is awate of this
practice, but does not have the necessary economic
means to adopt it for themselves. While carrying out the
study the research team was mindful of the above

background realities.
Schedule of Interviews

The questionnaire for interviews contained a total of 52

questions divided into 5 sections;

a) Village Profile

b) Generic Questions

C) Maternal Health and Nutrition
d) Delivery

e) Household

The Schedule of interviews is attached. All discussions,
meetings, interviews were carried out in local languages,
but received data was first documented in Gujarati and on
its basis in English (for reporting to UNICEF).
Throughout the period of study, periodic reports on
action plans and findings were submitted to UNICER
The present report is based on work over a period of 5
months after all interviews were completed and data

arising out of them was compiled.

DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDING

Sources of Information
Mobile Phones

Data
Only 3% women had personal mobile phones. But

almost all of the remaining 97 %, who did not have a
mobile phone, shared that although they do not have a
mobile phone, they can access one whenever needed.
This highlighted the fact that mobiles are available in
most homes and can be used to send reminders and
messages to the women. Only a miniscule 5 %, women
had seen videos on the mobile phones. This would
reflect that most mobiles amongst the target
community do not support video output and we might

need to focus on audio messages.
Analysis
In tribal areas due to lower economic status only male

members hold mobiles. But women do have access to

mobiles which can be seen from the graph.
Due to poor economy they do not have mobiles with

facility to watch videos. They have mobiles with

functional use for communication.
When discussed in detail, it is observed that when

displayed messages were described they responded to
seeing them. But due to the low literacy rate they have

not been able to read and understanding on their own.
Our observation is that oral messages particularly

through influential persons are more effective and

convenient. Bg. Through faith healers.

Mobile User  ,v..  wno
97 95 95
3 5 5
Do you have a mobile  You do not have a mobile Have you seen videos on
phone? phone, but you can the ahove mobile
access one whenever phone?
youneed it?



Access to Radio & TV
Data

The penetration of Radio and Television is very poor in
the communities selected for the study. Not even 1 % of
the respondents had radio in their homes while 18 % had
access to television sets. Amongst those who had
television sets in their homes, 36 % preferred the one

hour time slot between 7-8 pm to watch the television.

*Messages through hoarding and shows
Data

We asked the community about seeing the messages on
maternal and child health. They see messages on bill
board 3%, wall writing 16%, poster 49%, on AWW center
19%, folk 0%,
ASHA\ANN\AWW 58%,radio 2% and TV 18%.

during discussion with

Analysis
We observed that discussions with ASHA\ANN\AWW

is more effective than other means used for the purpose.

2. Knowledge & awareness about priority
health behaviour
Delivery
Data
a) 41 % respondents in the survey had institutional

delivery. Out of these, only 8 % deliveries happened in
government hospital whereas the remaining 92 %
deliveries happened in private hospitals.

b) Out of the 59 % deliveries that happened at
home, only 28 % births were facilitated by Skill Birth
Attendant (SBA) whereas a sizable 72 % births were
facilitated by untrained birth attendant that put the life
of the motherand the child in risk.

Analysis

a) It is believed by tribals that facilities at
government hospitality are not good. (At many places,
this is a reality.) Therefore they prefer to go to private
hospitals.

b)
attendant is not there. Hence they have to take help of

At many places availability of trained local birth

untrained person. If there is choice, women have no
knowledge that going to trained person is of

advantage. Spread of this information is necessary.

intitutional delivery
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e thons Help available locally is used for delivery.

Breast Feeding
Data



There is poor awareness in the community about
colostrums feedings. Only 6 % women were aware of the
importance of this and out these 3 % women actually
breast fed their child within 1 hour of birth.

Analysis

Over the years it is believed that colostrum is not useful
and hence it is discarded. They also believe that it is hard
for digestion. (It is observed in cities also that colostrum
of buffalo and cow is not used and discarded.)

* ORS+ZINC

Data

Only 35 % respondent told us they know about
ORS+Zinc which is used in diarrhea. But from these only
57% respondent knew ORS+Zinc is available with
ASHA.

Analysis

It was observed that emphasis given on ORS + Zinc by
Asha and ANM was relatively low as compared to other
initiatives.

Data

38% women knew about at least two dangers signs and
from these 70% women are aware whom to approach.
Only 34% have mamta card, from this only 14% cards

ORS+Zinc
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QuEstions
were filled regularly.

Itis observed that only front page of mamta card is filled
and others are either partially or notat all filled. Therefore
significance of this card is not felt by women.

33 % women were aware that the child has to be
exclusively breast fed for the 1- six months and out of
these 46% had exclusively breast fed her youngest child
for six months in practice. 47 % women were aware about
initiating Complementary Feeding (CF) from 6 months
onwards and out if these 36 % mothers had adhered to
this practice.

Analysis

Due to high rate of migration, only 33 % were
approached by ASHA/ANM.

Those 54% who breast fed for less than six months were
influenced by elderly member of the family and
community. We need to create awareness among them
too.

It is observed that due to geographical spread of tribal

villages some faliyas which are 2 kms away are not
covered by Asha/ ANM.
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3. Knowledge about Schemes

23 % women are aware about janani suraksha yojana
,but only 19 % take benefits.

33 % women are aware about Chiranjivi yojna,and 36 %
take benefit.

63 % women aware about 108 facility,and from this
29% take benefit.

Only 24% women are aware about Khilkhilahat services



and 26% availed the benefit. only 25% availed

70% women ate aware about take home ration and 69%  11%women paid at least 5 visit by ASHA worker after
are availed delivery.

76% women aware about Bal bhog,from these 66% take

benefit. When we talk about knowledge of schemes, it is very

53% women aware about free institutional delivery,but  clear that lot of schemes like 108 services, home ration
and BAL bhog are more availed.
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1.

Data
When we thinking about wash behavior, it is very

WASH Behavior

surprised that 8 % women wash hands before BE12 %
wash hands before cooking food,5% wash her hands
before feeding,12% women wash her hands before
eating,18% women wash her hands after using toilet,19%
women wash her hands after cleaning her child faecal
matter,4 % use chlorine tablets to treat drinking water,but
40 % women draw drinking water without touching .
Analysis

In this area particularly, scarcity of water is the main
reason for observed behavior. In addition, proper
emphasis is not given by Asha/ANM to ensure the

importance of WASH behavior.
It is also observed that distribution of chlorine tablets is

not done propetly in hilly areas.

Wash Behavior
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RECOMMENDATIONS
a) The project shows that there are communication

related issues in healthcare delivery in Sabarkantha and

Dahod districts which need to be addressed setiously.
b) Communication between ANM /Asha and

villagers gets adversely affected due to prioritization of
health related issues and the issues coming at the bottom
of their priority list remain inadequately communication.

They will need a special component in effective

2

4

communication in their training;

0

response to the dramatized messages is very good.

The use of theatre programme is effective. The

However, theatre communication and scientific
information are of a different nature. Theatre requires a
plot/story language. If it is too effective people
remember characters and the story and forget the
overall message. Therefore, we recommend that in
addition to theatre, a spread of the information through
bill boards, pamphlets and booklets in local languages
will prove to be far more effective.

)

effective for people whose literacy rate is below average.

Oral communication has proven the most

However, oral communication inside the houses is
more effective than only through public meeting. We
recommend the use of boards.

c)

age groups for successful outcome of health delivery.

f

teenage girls is equally important.

g

There is a greater need for involvement of older
Similarly, continuous communication with

Taking into account all the above aspects, we

strongly recommend that prior to implementation of a

health care project it will be desirable to draw up a clear
strategy for communication for every specific area,
taking into account the demographic profile and
language(es) used in the area and this communication
strategy should be made as a compulsory component in
the pre-implementation orientation/training of
ANM/Asha/AWW.

h)

board, pamphlets, theatre, phone communication and

We similarly recommend a composite use of bill



public meetings since each form of communication has a

differentimpact.

HUMAN INTEREST STORY: ACTRESSES AS
CHANGE ACTORS

The plays enacted in the villages have been the most

effective medium of communicating the message of

Women and Child Health in the tribal areas of

Sabarkantha and Dahod districts of Gujarat. Combining

the oral and the visual, the plays roped in young Adivasi
girls from the region as actors. The plays proved effective
and powerful since they used the folk medium and the
local language. The plays were directed by Dakxin
Bajarange, an eminent cultural activist and theatre artist,
recently awarded the National Human Rights Award for
his life narrative, Budban Bolta Hai. In Daxkin’s directorial

style, the scripts of the plays were prepared by the women

)
Y

actors. Pourteen in all and belonging to tribal
communities, the women actors are about 18 to 20 years
of age. The women actors performed in eight villages
and the response was extremely affirmative. The plays
effectively communicated the message and the
community could immediately relate to the medium and
the message. An important element were songs in local
languages carrying messages which seem to have
captured the imagination of the young women actors.
Subsequent to the performances, the actors have started
singing the songs in their villages and these are now
becoming popular among the community back in the
villages. The actors are now inspired to prepare new
songs in their languages with significant messages. The

project has allowed transformation of young students

to become change agents in their villages.
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0. Bdlan Ruidx
Academic spheres to engage towards populations...

During a recent trip to India, a journey conducted with the prospects of a possible expansion of
Sorosoro in this part of the world, I have been granted encounters with truly extraordinary
characters, as one may come across in these immense and preciously paradoxical countries.
Ganesh Devy is one of those, an uncommon figure, a scholar who has decided to devote his life
to indigenous populations and languages of the world, a man who can end up in the most remote
areas of India and discuss Merleau-Ponty or Chomsky, as well as traditional pharmacopeia or
microcredit...

Graduate of Leeds University, former professor at Yale, Ganesh arrived in Gujarat in the 90s to
teach at Boroda University. He was then struck with the linguistic barrier séparating the
Dravidian languages in the south and the Indo-Aryan languages in the north, in a transversal line
stretching from Gujarat in the west all the way to Bengal in the eastern part of the country... and
he took on to travel along this virtual line, to find out that a large number of “indigenous tribes”
remaining-unattached to the caste system (though omnipresent in India) are settled all over this
strip of a few hundred kilometers wide.

Gnesh Devy in Tejgadh, where the Adivasi
Academy is established.

Intrigued, he sits under a tree one day and lets the village youngsters come to him, he asks
them questions and listens to them as they speak about the way they envision their future, and
what should be done to help their communities develop. So he resigns his position as a professor
and spends two years under that tree conversing and conceiving a rather eccentric project: an
Adivasi Academy project, that is to say an indigenous Academy... And along the years, step by
step, he finally makes it: he digs up funds and raises brick constructions one after the other for
classrooms, music studios, a museum, and even accommodation...

Nowadays, the activities carried out in this “academy” are very diverse: there’s teaching of
course, documentation on indigenous languages and cultures, editing and publishing, theatre,
artistic and museological activities, but also handcraft, sustainable development, microcredit...
And the outcome is mind-blowing: the young men and women who, 12 or 15 years ago would sit
and chat with Ganesh under his tree, today hold key positions in the academy. The air here is
filled with a sense of peace, serene joy, pleasure for togetherness, and pﬁde in showing
short-term visitors what has been accomplished: a genuine economic and cultural development
center for native populations.

And then, in the first days of March 2010, Ganesh organized a big meeting around thé idea of

‘
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And then, in the first days of March 2010, Ganesh organized a big meeting around the idea of
linguistic diversity which gathered representatives of 320 languages of India! During the event
he started to plant a “forest of languages”, one tree for each language in the world, deeply
rooted and peacefully coexisting among its neighbors...

A few trees in the forest of languages.

But he was only getting started: Bododa, January 2011, he expects to gather no less than 1100
languages, with films, theatre, conferences... and when he is asked how he plans to fund such an
operation, he simply answers, We'l invite 5 Nobel Prizes, if they come along, then so will the
funds. Rather optimistic... though he might very well make it! And, well, we’ll be there too.
Because I told Ganesh I also wanted to plant a tree for my own language, Breton, among all the
others in his forest...

Tribal population dances at the Academy.

For more information on the academy: www.bhasharesearch.org.in

For more information on the description and documentation of Indian indigenous languages:
www.adivasiacademy.org.in




-Budhan Theatre to offer two IGNOU-recogniséd courses

Monday, 23 May 2011 - 6:56pm IST | Place: Ahmedabad | Agency: dna

Shares

For the diploma course, a candidate should be a graduate of any discipline, whereas for the certificate course, standard XIl pass is the minimum required educational qualification.

Budhan Theatre of Chharanagar, which works for social uplift of denotified tribes (DNT), will offer IGNOU recognised two
new courses from this June. The group will start 'Diploma in Theatre Arts, Journalism and Media Studies' and a certificate course in
dramatics.

The theatre already runs a one-year certificate course in journalism, but from this academic year, the group will add two new courses
recognised by Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU). For the diploma course, a candidate should be a graduate of any
discipline, whereas for the certificate course, standard Xl| pass is the minimum required educational qualification.

Talking to DNA, Kalpana Gagdekar, founder member of Budhan Theatre, said, "This course will be available to DNT candidates as well as
to candidates from other communities and the fee will be only Rs1,800. The main idea is to provide exposure and training to the
youngsters of socially backward communities."

The theatre group started as a library, then formed a children's theatre group. Later, it came up with a certificate course in journalism and
now onwards, it will offer these diploma and certificate courses recognised by one of India's largest open universities. The theatre was
started in 1998 after a movement by members of the community seeking justice. Magsaysay award winner and social activist Mahashweta
Devi and Dr Ganesh Devy, a tribal activist, came to 'know that Chhara community exists in a particular area of Ahmedabad. "After a
movement by our community people, they both asked us what we wanted. We said we needed a library and thus the theatre was
formed,"” added Kalpana.

The theatre has become a favourite place for the children of nearby localities as they can engage in a whole range of activities there.
"Children here can read books in the library, can participate in dramatics and can also learn computer here. So, children prefer to be here
whole day and busy themselves in various activities," Ankur Garange, deputy in charge of the theatre, said.

The theatre also runs a non formal school (NFS), teaching basic subjects like mathematics, social science and science.

Presently, 70 children are being benefited by the NFS.

Housed in a single room in a compound, the theatre runs activities like dramatics, a journalism course, a computer course, the NFO, a

library etc. It also organises various competitions and events. Interestingly, the nomenclature Budhan Theatre is derived from the name of
" anlndividual. Garange said, "Long time back, Budhan of Sabar community was arrested by police in a theft case. Cops assumed that since

he was passing through that area, he was the culprit."

He said, "Communities like Sabar and Chhara were once notorious as thieves, So, police mistook him for a thief and tortured him. Hence,
the name 'Budhan' has been selected to voice our cry for justice."
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Regional languages must survive: Experts

TNN | Jan 28, 2011, 05.03AM IST

JAIPUR: Experts expressed concern over the neglect of regional languages and culture.

A three-day national workshop on Revisiting Cultural C;nugmphies of Indian Languages was
organised at Central University of Rajasthan. It brought together distinguished intellectuals
and reputed dedicated to the cause of indigenous languages from all over India. The workshop
made a strong appeal in favour of Indian languages. The National Workshop was the result of
the coming together of the newly established Central University of Rajasthan and Bhasha' as
both are committed to the cause of culture and society. Bhasha' foundation, Baroda that has
taken the mammoth initiative to conduct PLSI ( Peoples Language Survey of India).

India has a rich inheritance of regional languages that bear the essence and fragrance of our
thousands of years old civilisation. However, now when we speak of languages and culture in
our country it brings forth mixed feelings. More than two centuries of colonisation had a
devastating impact upon our indigenous languages, knowledge systems and culture at large.
Even after independence the vestiges of colonialism still survive much of our cultural
inheritance has been overshadowed and relegated to the backdrop of an antiquated past, they
opined.

Professor Ganesh N Devy, formerly professor of English at the Maharaja Sayajirao University of
Baroda, a renowned literary critic and activist, founder and director of the Tribal Academy at
Tejgadh, Gujarat, and director of the Sahitya Akademi's Project on Literature in Tribal
Languages and Oral Traditions in his address pointed out that the long years of colonial rule
and education has had a devastating impact on the Indian mindset, pursuit of western
paradigms and knowledge systems has converted us into unquestioning individuals and has
alienated us both from our past and the present. "We have become oblivious of our own
immediate reality and culture, Indigenous languages are little pockets that delicately hold
together the threads of a culture," he said.

In his presidential address, Prof. M M Salunkhe, the vice-chancellor of the Central University of
Rajasthan expressed his enthusiasm for the noble mission taken up by Bhasha' and extended
the support of the University for the mission,
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Fears over Sanskrit are emotional - with clear caste and overtones: Ganesh
Devy

@ December 15,2014, 12:01 AM IST TOIQEA in The Interviews Blog | Edit Page, Indla, Q&A | TOI
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Ganesh Devy is a Padma Shri awardee and Unesco Linguapax laureate who headed the People’s Linguistic Survey of India 2010.
Speaking with Robin David, Devy discussed why qualms around Sanskrit are emotional, effective ways of preserving Sansknt 's heritage -
and which languages merit equal attention:

Why do you say the current debate over reviving Sanskrit is more emotional than practical?

Today, very few people claim Sanskrit as their first language - it's not possible to buy a train ticket or even get Ayurveda
medicine using Sanskrit. It is not a language of use any more. It's not been a language of use in India since the 17th century = and
we're now in the 21st century. So, to whip up emotions about losing Sanskrit, then

reviving it, is a purely emotive effort.

It Is true that modern Indian languages are based on Sanskrit. But it is also true that modern Indian languages have beenin
existence for nearly 1,000 years now and can be studied seriously on their own. For great scholarship in English, you no longer
have to study Latin and Greek.

It's an emotional issue - and it has very clear overtones of caste and religious identities.
You've fought to ensure certain languages don't die - why shouldn’t Sanskrit be amongst those languages?

I fight for languages spoken by people in communities. They need to live on, so that the communities can continue their
existence with dignity.

Some languages are seen as less important. Tribal languages are seen as inferior and backward, That is not desirable. But with
Sanskrit, no one will ever look at its use as a sign of backwardness. On the contrary, if there's an individual who can speak or
write Sanskrit, that's seen as a sign of scholarship.

The fear is, we might forget the legacy of Sanskrit, rather than the life of Sanskrit. We have to make that distinction. There are
ways of managing that fear by preserving manuscripts, building good libraries, digitising Sanskrit literature. Look at how the
French take care of their language.

All Indian languages together constitute less than 1% of the international web space, which is not good.

If we strive to protect all our Indian languages, that would lead to a much better situation.

Many see English as a threat to Sanskrit - your view?

It definitely isn't. The use of the two languages is different. In India, we've managed successfully to allow languages to have
different roles in our lives.

Our banking is done in English but our birth, death and marriage rituals are in Sanskrit. Certain domains of our lives are
dominated by Persian even today - our entire entertainment domain is managed by languages that spring out uf Persian. On the
other hand, cricket comes from an English ethos.

To disturb the good harmony between different languages is not a good thing for India.

Which Indian languages deserve as rnuch emphasis as Sanskrit?

Tamil, Telugu and Bengali - these are spoken by very large numbers and will survive this phase of language decline. From a
business point of view also, these will be important in the future.
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- Prof Ganesh N Devy, a celebrated linguist and Sahitya Akademi award winner, has also contributed to the People's Linguistic Survey of India, which has nearly 1,200 volunteers.

Says Prof Ganesh N Devy, a celebrated linguist and Sahitya Akademi award winner. Prof Devy’s contribution in the People's Linguistic Survey of
India has been indispensable. PLS! is an unofficial survey that has nearly 1,200 volunteers and is taking into account historical, political, social
and cultural aspects besides linguistics. Excerpts

wﬁy is preserving languages so important?

- Bvery language is a unique world view. When a language disappears, the world-view held within it also disappears. Most of the languages
that face the threat of extinction belong to indigenous people who have intimate knowledge of nature, And with their disappearance, the
world's stock of ecological wisdom is increasingly getting wiped out.

What is the biggest problem faced by non-mainstream languages today? Any solution for it?

Macro languages like French, Spanish, Chinese, Hindi and English have spread into the domains like law, education and trade, performed
earlier by non-mainstream languages. The real problem is that small languages are getting restricted in their inventiveness and are
confined in their use. The solution, as proposed by UNESCO, is universal education through the mother tongue' of a child.

 Please elaborate on Bhasha Van (Forest of Languages) at Tejgadh, near Baroda
Bhasha Van is a preservation effort that took birth a year ago ata 10-acre plot near the Adivasi Academy in Tejgadh. More than 300 trees,

each fitted with a bio-sensor, will speak or sing in an Indian language each time a person passes by. The project will become fully
functional in a few years,

Dlttyou face any problems while conducting the survey in Gujarat?
All Gujarat (/topic/gujarat) communities have been very cooperative. Many people told me that they mentioned their real mother tongue

@
S |



——

rather than mentioning either Gujarati or Hindi during census survey. The Bhasha Research and Publication Centre has also been very
supportive,

Sadly, about 20 of the nearly 52 mother tongues recorded in the 1961 Census in Gujarat cannot be traced toda;r. | would say that, on an

- average, Gujarat has been losing one language every five years.

Tell us something more about Adivasi Academy's activities?

We conduct a course in tribal studies at the Academy where students construct dictionaries of their native tongues to chronicle them for
future generations. Customs, traditions, recipes, clothing are also recorded. As these languages have been orally passed down from
generation to generation, they have never been documented before,

-

The PLSI can be seen as the most important attempt so far to describe the Indian society and a book 'Languages of Gujarat' will be
published later this year.

Is it true that eight new dialects/languages were discovered in the linguistic survey of Gujarat, two of which were in
Ahmedabad?

It doesn't matter if a new language was found or not. What matters is that Ahmedabad has nurtured more than 80 speech communities,
Do they know that there is a significantly large population of Bhantu speakers in the city? Amdavadis should be proud of their language
diversity and start thinking of themselves as a truly multilingual metropolis.

What do you think about this?

A Interesting W Not Interesting
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